
Supporting your child with their reading 
at home

Reading for pleasure is one of the most important things which your child can do in order to
both improve their academic achievement and their wellbeing. Research has shown that
students make improvements in all subjects if they read for pleasure (including 9.9% better
in Maths).

Students should aim to read for at least 20 minutes each day in order to see these benefits.

Ways to encourage your child to read for pleasure:

• Find a book which links to something they are interested in. For example, it could be a
book on football, gaming, fantasy or historical events.

• See our recommended reads list for year 6 into 7. Keep an eye on our website as we’ll
update reading lists throughout your child’s time with us.

• Visit the library with your child to find a book which interests them. We have a
fantastically well stocked library in the centre of Oldham, and smaller branches
throughout the borough. The librarians there can offer advice on books if your child is
unsure about which book to take out.

• Be enthusiastic about reading, and what your child is reading. Ask them questions about
their favourite books/characters. Let them also see how you read for pleasure and how
you pick books you’re interested in.

• If they don’t want to read printed books, try eBooks. You can borrow eBooks for free
through your local library.

• Gentle encouragement works best in encouraging students to read frequently.

Ways to specifically support your child at home with their reading:

• Read to them – in school we will be reading texts aloud to students so they can hear us
modelling vocabulary. They’re never too old to have a story read to them.

• When you read with your child, use the following approach to help them get the most out
of what they’re reading:

1) Ask them to recall what they remember happening in the story so far
2) Predict what might happen next
3) Read with them
4) Ask them questions on what they have just read.
(This is the same model we’ll be using in school to support reading across their subjects.)


