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Remember to hand your completed booklet to your 
form tutor in your first week at Secondary School.

The Odyssey
By Homer 

(edited by Geraldine McCaughrean)



Transition Summer Reading Project

Your summer reading project is to read along with
your new teachers, who will read the first six
chapters to you.

After reading each chapter, you should complete all
the tasks for that week. Usually this includes a quiz
and some other activities!

You will then bring your completed booklet with you
on your first day in year 7, so we can celebrate the
fantastic work you’ve been doing over the summer.

There are six chapters. Please work through them
during the summer alongside your copy of The
Odyssey.

Happy Reading!



Who’s Who
Characters in the Odyssey

Mortals (when you don’t live forever)

• Odysseus- King of Ithaca and hero of Troy

• Polites- Odysseus’ best friend

• Penelope- Queen of Ithaca and wife of Odysseus

• Eurylochus- one of Odysseus’ men

• Telemachus- Odysseus’ son

Creatures, monsters and others who Odysseus meets along the way

• The lotus-eaters- island people who feed visitors deadly lotus fruit

• Polyphemus- a Cyclops

• King of Aeolia- a kindly, curious king

• King Lamus of Laestrygonia- a cannibal

• Circe- a sorceress

• Teiresias- an Oracle (someone who sees the future)

• Siren Singers- vile creatures who appear to sailors as beautiful women 

with bewitching voices

• Scylla- a six headed serpent

• Calypso- a sea nymph

• King Alcinous- the rich and powerful king of Scheria

• Argos- the faithful hound



Who’s Who
Gods in myths and legends

In the Odyssey you’ll meet many of these Greek Gods, such 
as Zeus and Poseidon. Others, you may already know about 

from Primary School or your own personal interest. 

Zeus is king of the God of the sky. He is considered
the ruler, protector and father of all Gods and
humans. In statues and in stories, he is often
portrayed as an older man with a beard and a
lightening bolt in hand.

Hera is the goddess of women, marriage, family and 
childbirth in the ancient Greek religion. She is one 
of the Twelve Olympians. 

Hermes is one of the Twelve Olympians is seen to 
be the god of trade, thieves, travellers as well as 
being the guide to the Underworld. He is known to 
be quick and cunning and act as a messenger 
between gods and mortals. 

The God of the seas, water, storms, hurricanes, 
earthquakes and horses is Poseidon. His symbols 
include the trident, horse and dolphin.

Demeter is the goddess of the harvest, nature and 
the seasons. She is often more commonly worshipped 
as a goddess  of the earth.



Who’s Who
Gods in myths and legends

Athena is the goddess of wisdom and warfare. She is 
the daughter of Zeus and her symbol includes the 
owl.

Twins Apollo and Artemis have different 
responsibilities. The God Apollo is the god of 
light, the sun and the arts, whereas his twin 
Artemis is the goddess of the hunt, protection 
and childbirth.

Aphrodite is the God of love and beauty and the 
symbols to represent her include the dove, swan 
and rose.

Last but not least, Hephaestus was the master 
blacksmith for all of the Gods. 

The God of war and violence is Ares. It 
is said all other Gods despised him, 
except for Aphrodite.



The Odyssey
Chapter 1 

Remember to log on and listen to the member of staff reading 
chapter 1 and fill in all the activities.

This chapter has been read by:

_________________________

Activity 1: Quiz

Use the link/scan QR code to complete the retrieval quiz on Chapter One. 

https://forms.office.com/r/VhrGy7p7PM

Tick here when you’ve completed it:

Activity 2: Crime and Punishment

In this story, we will learn a lot about the crimes people committed against Greek Gods and the
punishments they were given. Some Greek Gods could give very harsh punishments!
Task: imagine you are a Greek God. For different crimes, describe what punishment you would
give. We have included some ideas for crimes.

Tick here when you’ve completed this activity:

The crime The punishment

Things the Greek Gods 
disliked:
• Stealing
• Trickery
• Thinking you’re better/more 

powerful than the Gods
• Unnecessary cruelty
• Rudeness to guests/visitors 

(the gods used to appear on 
earth disguised as mortals 
so you never knew if the 
stranger on your doorstep 
was actually a God!)

https://forms.office.com/r/VhrGy7p7PM


The Odyssey
Chapter 2

Remember to log on and listen to the member of staff reading 
chapter 2 and fill in all the activities.

This chapter has been read by:

_________________________

Activity 1: Quiz

Use the link/scan QR code to complete the retrieval quiz on Chapter Two. 

https://forms.office.com/r/EJ7zsCFKQW

Tick here when you’ve completed it:

Activity 2: Vocabulary

Cyclops, creature with one eye, comes from the Greek for ‘round-eyed’ with ‘kuklos’ meaning
circle and ‘ops’ meaning eye.

Can you think of any other words linked to eyes that use the root ‘ops’? For example,
optical illusion.

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Tick here when you’ve completed this activity: 

Activity 3: Creative Challenge

Create a surprise me homework. This is where you surprise your teacher with a piece of your 
choice. It could be a painting, sculpture, poem or song for example based on the topic of Greek 

Myths & Legends. 

Bring this with you on your first day in September!

Tick here when you’ve completed this activity: 

https://forms.office.com/r/EJ7zsCFKQW


The Odyssey
Chapter 3

Remember to log on and listen to the member of staff reading 
chapter 3 and fill in all the activities.

This chapter has been read by:

_________________________

Activity 1: Quiz

Use the link/scan QR code to complete the retrieval quiz on Chapter Three. 

https://forms.office.com/r/SsKsepfsT3

Tick here when you’ve completed it:

Activity 2: Vocabulary

Trident, a three pronged spear, comes from ‘tri’ for ‘three’ and ‘dent’ meaning ‘tooth’!
Can you think of any other words linked to three that use the prefix ‘tri’ or words linking
to teeth using ‘dent’? For example, triathlon.

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

Tick here when you’ve completed this activity: 

Activity 3: Story challenge

We’ve met a lot of characters so far in this story and experienced a lot of events. What is your 

favourite character or event so far?

_________________________________________________

Explain why you picked this character or event: ____________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Tick here when you’ve completed this activity:

https://forms.office.com/r/SsKsepfsT3


The Odyssey
Chapter 4 

Remember to log on and listen to the member of staff reading 
chapter 4 and fill in all the activities.

This chapter has been read by:

_________________________

Activity 1: Quiz

Use the link/scan QR code to complete the retrieval quiz on Chapter Four. This includes making 
a prediction. 

https://forms.office.com/r/e3f8kZKshJ

Tick here when you’ve completed it:

Activity 2: Creative challenge

In Chapter 4, Odysseus’ men are enchanted after eating from a feast which has been prepared 
by Circe. After eating the irresistible feast, they are turned into pigs. Below, complete one of 

the following tasks:
1. Draw or describe a feast you would love to attend. You can include what types of foods you 

would want and who you would want to be there.
2. Draw or describe what kind of magical powers you could have if you could choose anything. 

In this case, Circe can enchant people to become pigs, but your powers could be anything!

Tick here when you’ve completed this activity: 

https://forms.office.com/r/e3f8kZKshJ


The Odyssey
Chapter 5 

Remember to log on and listen to the member of staff reading 
chapter 5 and fill in all the activities.

This chapter has been read by:

_________________________

Activity 1: Quiz

Use the link/scan QR code to complete the retrieval quiz on Chapter Five! This includes telling 
us what you’re enjoying about the book!

https://forms.office.com/r/87dLM78Vgi

Tick here when you’ve completed it:

Activity 2: Elysium

In Chapter 5, Odysseus and his men go to the Underworld, which is where the dead are sent to. 
A region of the Underworld includes the area called Elysium. Elysium, in Greek mythology, is a 
paradise where heroes were sent after death. Draw a picture below of what you think Elysium 

fields looks like. This is the Greeks version of heaven. Alternatively, draw Tartarus (the Greek’s 
version of Hell).

Tick here when you’ve completed this activity: 

https://forms.office.com/r/87dLM78Vgi


The Odyssey
Chapter 6 

Remember to log on and listen to the member of staff reading 
chapter 6 and fill in all the activities.

This chapter has been read by:

_________________________

Activity 1: Quiz

Use the link/scan QR code to complete the retrieval quiz on Chapter Six! This includes telling us 
what you’re enjoying about the book!

https://forms.office.com/r/rt4cjfBniB

Tick here when you’ve completed it:

Activity 2: Vocabulary

Siren, a warning signal, comes from Greek mythology and the story of the Sirens – water
nymphs who lured sailors to their death with their singing! It can also now mean a dangerous
woman! The whirlpool and the monster that Odysseus men get stuck between is also the source
of the idiom ‘between a rock and a hard place’ meaning caught between two impossible choices.

Can you think of any other idioms? Why are idioms different in different cultures? Why
might they be confusing for a non native speaker?

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

Tick here when you’ve completed this activity: 

https://forms.office.com/r/rt4cjfBniB
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What’s next?

1) Check you’ve completed all the activities

2) Bring any project work you’ve done and your booklet on your first 
day in September. Please give it to your form tutor.

Recommended Reads

Enjoying the book so far? Here are some recommended reads if you’re enjoying 
The Odyssey

Ash Minstry and the Savage Fortress (& sequels) by Sarwat Chadda

Who Let The Gods Out by Maz Evans

Beast Keeper (& the Beasts of Olympus series) by Lucy Coats

Artemis Fowl (& sequels) by Eoin Colfer

Gregor the Overlander (& the Underland Chronicles series) by Suzanne Collins

The Fire Thief (& sequels) by Terry Deary

Zeus on the Loose (& sequels) by John Doherty 

Heroes, Gods and Monsters of the Greek Myths by Bernard Evslin

Who Let the Gods Out (& sequels) by Maz Evans

Ranger’s Apprentice: The Ruins of Gorlan (& sequels) by John Flanagan

Inkheart (& sequels) or The Thief Lord by Cornelia Funke

The Magnificent 12: The Call (& sequels) by Michael Grant

The Girl of Ink and Stars by Kiran Millwood Hargrave

The Odyssey: A Graphic novel by Garth Hinds

Skulduggery Pleasant by Derek Landy

Seven Wonders: The Colossus Rises (& sequels) by Peter Larangis

The Adventure of Odysseus by Hugh Lupton, Daniel Morden & Christina Balit

The Orchard Book of Greek Myths by Geraldine McCaughrean
Beowulf by Michael Morpurgo 

Fablehaven (& sequels) by Brandon Mull 

Mark of the Thief (& sequels) by Jennifer Nielson 

The Flame of Olympus (& sequels) by Katie O’Hearn

Magnus Chase and the Sword of Summer (& sequels) by Rick Riordan

The Red Pyramid (& sequels in the Kane Chronicles series) by Rick Riordan

The Great Pyramid Robbery (& Seven Fabulous Wonders series) by K. Roberts

Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone (& sequels) by JK Rowling 

Magyk (& sequels) by Angela Sage

A Field Guide to Fantastical Beasts by Olento Salaperainen

Beyond the Deep Woods (& Edge Chronicles series)- P. Stewart & C. Riddell 

The Mysterious Benedict Society (& sequels) by Trenton Lee Stewart

The Odyssey by Rosemary Sutcliffe

Fleeced by Julia Wills

The Iliad and the Odyssey by Marcia Williams (graphic novel format) 


