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My options subject choices:

Why did you choose these options?

Think about whether it was for a future career, enjoyment, attainment or other 

reasons.

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

What are you most looking forward to about Year 10?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

What do you think will be your greatest challenge during Key Stage 4?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

What will you do to try and make sure you overcome this challenge?

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________

Options Choices Reflection

Option A

Option B

Option C



Summer Options Challenge

To help you prepare for starting your KS4 options subjects in September, your teachers 

have set you some challenges to complete over the summer break.

In this booklet you will find the challenges for all the options subjects, but you should 

only complete the challenges for the subjects you have chosen.

For each subject there is an ‘Academic Reading’ challenge and two further 

challenges relating to that subject. The ‘Academic Reading’ challenge will allow you 

to engage in some reading linked to your chosen subjects and provide some 

interesting wider reading around your chosen subject area. Your reading might inspire 

you to do further research and find other sources of reading material for your subjects.

The links to the extracts for each subject will be available through the online booklet 

which will be on the school website. You can also pick up printed copies of the 

extracts from the library any time before the end of term.

Any work you complete for the summer options challenge should be done in your 

MoK book or on paper and handed in to your form tutor in September (paper is 

available from the library until the end of term). There will be lots of positive points and 

awards on offer for those who produce high quality work!

The first challenge you will see (on the next page) is a Reading for Pleasure challenge 

which is for everyone. We would like you to read at least 1 book over the summer 

break and complete the challenge to tell us all about the book you choose. 

Remember that you have 13 days remaining in school to borrow some books from the 

library. Please make sure you do this before the end of term.

Good luck with your challenges Year 9, we know that your hard work will really 

support you when you begin your KS4 studies in September. Have a wonderful 

summer break!



Reading for Pleasure



Child Development

Task 1 – Academic Reading

Read the article “The Importance of Play in Early Childhood Development (University of 
Greater Manchester, 2023)”
https://greatermanchester.ac.uk/blogs/the-importance-of-play-in-early-childhood-
development

Task 2 – Answer the questions below based on the article from task 1:

1) The article refers to cognitive development. What does this mean? 

2) According to the article, how does playing with blocks or puzzles contribute to a child's 
cognitive development? 

3) The article suggests that play is "a powerful tool for communication." Besides talking, what 
are some ways children communicate their thoughts, feelings, or understanding through 
play? 

4) After reading the article, do you think Nurseries should prioritise play over teaching subjects 
like maths and English?  

5) Imagine you are working in a nursery. Give one example of how play could be used to 
teach children how to count. 

Task 3

You are tasked with designing a new outdoor space at a local nursery. Draw a plan with clear 
labels (a birds – eye view is great). Be creative with your ideas.  

Consider these key questions when drawing your plan: 

• Who is this playground for? It will mainly be used by toddlers, aged 1-4 years. What kind of 
safe, low-level equipment helps their physical development (walking, climbing), and social 
skills? 

• What different types of play will your playground encourage? Try to include a few activities 
that will develop the types of play in the article.  

• Natural Elements: Can you include plants, sand, water, or natural materials?  

• Safety: What are the basic safety considerations?
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Computer Science

Task 1 – Academic Reading
Read the article - M&S Cyber Attack (BBC News, 1st May 2025)
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0el31nqnpvo

Task 2 – Emerging Computing Technology 
In this task you get to investigate any area of emerging computer technology which interests 
you.  You can pick any area which interests you, but examples could be: 
•   Artificial intelligence (AI) 
•   Robotics 
•   Automated self-driving cards 
•   Quantum computing 

In no more than ONE side of A4 summarise the area you have chosen under the following four 
headings:  
1. What is it?  

2. What are the possible Social, Moral, Cultural and Ethical benefits of this technology on 
society  

3. What are the possible Social, Moral, Cultural and Ethical risks of this technology on society 4. 
Your conclusion on this technology and what it will mean for our world 10 years from now 

Task 3 - Systems Architecture 

The CPU “Central Processing Unit” is the central core of any computer system.  
Produce a fully annotated diagram on a single sheet of A4 / A3 paper which shows how the 
CPU works.  

Start by watching the following YouTube video from Craig ‘n’ Dave
“2. OCR GCSE (J277) 1.1 CPU components and their function”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hk9LPXzYeT0

Make sure the diagram includes and covers: 
1. Major CPU components and what they are for:  
• Arithmetic Logic Unit (ALU)  
• Control Unit (CU)  
• Cache  

2. The main registers 

• Program Counter (PC)  
• Memory Address Register (MAR) 
• Current Instruction Register (CIR) 
• Memory Data/Buffer Register (MDR / MBR)  

3. Fetch-decode-execute cycle  

4. Include annotations which explain how the performance of a CPU can be improved by: 
• Increasing the clock speed  
• Increasing the cache size  
• Increasing the number of cores 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/c0el31nqnpvo
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Construction

Task 1 – Academic Reading

Read the article and bullet point 5 key facts ready to discuss in lesson -  
The Future of Construction 
https://www.forbes.com/sites/louismosca/2024/05/03/the-future-of-construction-why-
sustainability-is-a-hot-topic/ 

Task 2 – Discovery

Find a wooden product as home, or online and workout the basic steps of how it was 
manufactured.  

Think back to Y8 woodwork on the correct steps of manufacture. 
• Marking out 
• Cutting 
• Assembly 
• Finishing  

Possibly products could be: 
• Chair 
• Bed 
• Climbing frame / Swing 
• Wardrobe 
• Storage box 

Task 3 – Manufacturing

Based on the product from Task 2, create a manufacturing specification list outlining the 
following points: 

• List all tools and equipment required to manufacture the product. 

• Identify the materials, assembly and fishing techniques used. 
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Design & Technology

Task 1 – Academic Reading

Read the following article. Pick out and record one thing you agree with and one thing you 
do not agree with. Give reasons why.

Move over Sustainable design. Its time for Responsible design.
https://medium.com/@janak.vm/move-over-sustainable-design-its-time-for-responsible-
design-fb41128c7b78 

Task 2 – Re-Design 

Pick a product that you have at home. This can be anything form kitchen appliances, living 
room furniture, garden item or storage. 

On an A4 page, your job is to re-design it and change it, with a view on improving it.  Change 
whatever you feel would improve it, below are some ideas. You can do one or more 
changes.  

• Who is it for 
• What its primary purpose is 
• What material it is 
• How it us used 

• How it is cleaned 
• How it is stored 

When completed you should have a neatly drawn 3D design. Colour applied along with 
annotations explaining all of the design details. 

Task 3 – Client Feedback 

Using the design form task 1 you are going to get some client feedback. 

Create 5 questions about the product and ask someone in your house to answer them.  

The questions can be based on anything, such as:  
• Size 
• Shape 
• Materials 
• Appearance 
• Cost  

With the repones, write a short summary of around 200 words, how you would develop your 
product further.
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Drama

Task 1 – Academic Reading - Read one of the show reviews below:
Blood Brothers: 
https://www.beyondthecurtain.co.uk/2025/01/blood-brothers-uk-tour-2025-review.html 
Billy Elliot: https://shorturl.at/qk7Qg

Task 2 - Watch a film, episode from a tv series, musical or play.  
Make notes on the following aspects of the production; 
• Plot Summary 
• Direction and Overall Vision 
• Acting and Characterisation 
• Music and Singing 
• Choreography and Movement 
• Design (Set, Costume, Lighting, Sound) 
• Key Moments and Highlights 

There are lots of great plays and musicals available to watch FREE on Digital Theatre + using 
our student login. Follow this link: https://auth.digitaltheatreplus.com  
Login Details 
User: student@brianclarkechurch.co.uk  
Password: roundscale13 

Task 3 – Write your own review for the film, episode from a tv series, musical or play that you 
watched. Use your notes and the writing frame below to help you; 

Plot Summary 
Summarise the storyline in a few sentences. 
Mention the main character(s) and setting, without giving away too many spoilers. 

Direction and Overall Vision 
Discuss how the director interpreted the show. 
Were serious themes handled well? Was the tone balanced? 

Acting and Characterisation 
Who stood out in the cast and why? 
Comment on lead actor(s), supporting roles, how convincingly characters were portrayed. 

Music and Singing 
How effective was the musical score? 
Were the songs performed well vocally and emotionally? 

Choreography and Movement 
Was dance important to the production? Describe the style and quality of the choreography. 
Did movement enhance the story? 

Design (Set, Costume, Lighting, Sound) 
Describe how the set, costumes, and lighting contributed to the mood or setting. 
Mention any technical successes or problems (e.g., sound mixing issues). 

Key Moments and Highlights 
What scenes were especially memorable or powerful? 

Did any moment leave a lasting emotional impact?
 
Include a personal response and conclusion. 
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Engineering

Task 1 – Academic Reading

Read the following articles and bullet point 5 things you aim to focus on during Y10.  

The Future of Engineering:
https://www.thersa.org/articles/blog/future-of-engineering-skills-
safety/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=15227020446&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIt5O9g5OAjgMV
65VQBh1oexixEAAYASAAEgJmufD_BwE

Task 2 – Product Deconstruction

Choose a mechanical product, something with moving parts. This could be something from 
home such as a corkscrew, or if you don't have anything find an example on the internet. 

On an A4 page, your job is to draw an exploded view of all the component separated from 
each other. 

You are simple carrying out some logical investigation to draw it, so do not worry if you get 
parts incorrect. 

For each component you need to label it and explain its feature within the product.  
• What it does 
• How would the product be affected if it was taken away. 

Task 3 – Product Specification 

Write a 10-point specification on the product you have chosen in task 2. 

A specification is a list of features the product must do continuously and consistently to 
perform its job. 

You are simply listing what the product must be, do or look like based on the heading below. 
Think of other headings to complete the full 10 points.  
• Size 
• Shape 
• Materials 
• Manufacture 
• Client 
• Environment 
• Cost 
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Fine Art

Task 1 – Academic Reading

Read the article: https://shorturl.at/Gza9r  

Task 2 – Gallery Visit
Visit an art gallery to you, take a picture of your favourite piece and then find an artwork that 
meets the following criteria:
• An artwork that looks like it could be from another planet 
• A piece that could be part of a dream (or nightmare) 
• An artwork your grandparents would probably hate (and why) 
• An image that could be the cover of a sci-fi or fantasy book 
• A piece that reminds you of a meme or pop culture moment 
• An artwork created in a moment of strong emotion 
• An artwork that looks unfinished — on purpose 

• A piece that might spark a debate 
• A piece that would completely confuse an alien visitor 
• An artwork that looks fun to make — and one that looks frustrating 

Here are some suggestions for galleries nearby: 
• Oldham Art Gallery 
• Manchester Art Gallery 
• Castlefield Gallery 
• Whitworth Art Gallery 
• The Lowry 
• Tate Liverpool 
• Walker Art Gallery (Liverpool) 
• Leeds Art Gallery 
• Yorkshire Sculpture Park 

Task 3 – Summer Journal
Over the course of the summer, keep a visual journal of your break. The drawings should be 
quick sketches, taking only 5 to 10 minutes. Aim to complete at least one sketch every week. 

Your drawings should be based on your surroundings and real-life observations — things you 
can actually see. Here are some sketch ideas to inspire you: 
• Your view from your window 
• Your street in the morning 
• Something on your desk or table 
• A park or garden you visit 
• People or pets around you 
• A view from a plane, car, or train while travelling 
• A spectacular view from a trip or hike 
• The beach, forest, or countryside 
• A busy café or quiet reading spot 
• A market, fair, or festival 
• An interesting object or souvenir you found 
• A place you go to often (like a shop, library, or gym) 
• Reflections in a mirror or window 
• Shadows cast at different times of day 
• A scene at sunset or sunrise 

https://shorturl.at/Gza9r


Food Preparation & Nutrition

Task 1 – Academic Reading

Read the article on sustainability: https://shorturl.at/5yVeD   

Task 2 – Research task

Research different types of special diets. For example, plant based, lactose free and consider 
how easy or difficult it might be to follow that diet. Record your research on paper to use 
alongside your GCSE. Find recipes that are suitable for each special diet you researched.

Task 3 – Food miles

Visit a supermarket or local shop/market and have a look at the origins of foods available. For 
example, strawberries from Spain, green beans from Morocco. Write a list of the foods you 
found and where they came from. 

https://shorturl.at/5yVeD


Further Mathematics

Task 1- academic reading:
Maths is everywhere and maths is used in a lot of jobs/careers that you may not realise. Follow the link below and explore 
some of the different careers and how maths has helped people.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/groups/c2e2vnne0nkt 

Task 2- research task:

The following people are very influential in the world of Maths. Explore their websites and find out some interesting 
facts. 

Write a small paragraph about what you discovered from each of the Mathematicians. What new things have you 
discovered?

Veritasium  (https://www.veritasium.com/)

Discover Maths in the Real World!

By Derek Muller
Ever wondered how the world really works?
Veritasium uses cool experiments and surprising ideas to explain science—and the maths behind it!
Perfect if you love asking “why?”

Hannah Fry (https://www.youtube.com/@fryrsquared)

Mathematician, Professor & Presenter
Maths is everywhere—from friendships to cities!
Hannah Fry shows how maths helps us understand real life in fun and unexpected ways.
Maths = more than just numbers!

Andymath.com (https://andymath.com/)

Your Online Maths Helper
Stuck on a topic? No problem!
This site explains maths step by step so you can really understand it and build confidence.
Learn at your own pace

Sums of Anarchy  (www.sumsofanarchy.com)

By Dominique Miranda
Maths can be creative and fun!
Explore puzzles, games, and challenges that make you think differently.
Great for curious minds.

Why Explore These?

 See how maths connects to real life
 Build confidence and skills
 Challenge yourself with new ideas
 Discover that maths can actually be fun!

Task 3- Explore the following mathematical problems. How many problems can you solve?

https://nrich.maths.org/thinking/year-9-working-systematically 
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Geography

Choose ten challenges from the options below. Compile all your evidence (make sure it is clear 
what challenges you completed) and submit it to your teacher in September.

The Challenge Menu
1. Biodiversity – Complete a bird count in the park or garden. The RSPB has a great guide to 
identifying a bird (or type in https://shorturl.at/Lc9aH )

2. Get Out – Take a nature walk in 3 different places. Record the nature you see.

3. Mapimal – Map an animal –  ‘Draw’ an animal using GPS. Google GPS art guide to find out how 
to do this.

4. Meme – Create a geography meme.

5. Country – Learn about a country you nothing about.

6. Leaf – Find five different leaves and use them to create some artwork.

7. Tourism – Collect tourist leaflets for your local place or holiday destination and evaluate whether 
they are accurate or not.

8. Trees are good – Map the trees in your street/local area

9. Bucket List – Write a bucket list of all the places you would like to visit. Give a reason for each.

10. Geocaching – Try out geocaching. Have a look at our quick Geocaching guide: 
https://www.internetgeography.net/geocaching/ 

11. Weather – Keep a weather diary for 7 days. The Met Office has a great, free weather diary 
template: https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-
content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary 

12. Field sketch – Create a field sketch of a location that is important to you. Check out our guide 
to field sketching: https://www.internetgeography.net/field-sketches-in-geography/ 

13. Environmental survey – Do an environmental quality survey of your local area. The Field Studies 
Council has an example of an urban environmental quality survey: https://www.field-studies-
council.org/resources/14-16-geography/urban/inner-cities/fieldwork/ 

14. Footprint – Calculate your carbon footprint. The WWF has a great carbon footprint calculator 
you can use: https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/ 

15. My Maps – Create a Google My Map. You could map your favourite places or locations you 
have studied in geography. Take a look at our guide on how to create a Google My Map: 
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/ 

16. OS Map – Create a route using an OS map. Describe the route using only directions, grid 
references and symbols. You can access OS maps for free using Bing Maps. We’ve got a guide to 
this here: https://www.internetgeography.net/os-maps-on-bing/ 

17. Watch It – Watch a geographical documentary and produce a summary of it. You could 
produce an infographic, notes or poster. Dual coding is a great way to present information: 
https://www.internetgeography.net/dual-coding/ 
You could also use the Cornell Notes method of note-taking: 
https://www.internetgeography.net/revision/revise/cornell-notes/ 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/a-z?channel=paidsearch&gclid=CjwKCAjw2rmWBhB4EiwAiJ0mtajWgoLE5nTgZ1_fCQjYwb5aceHajOcDuCrIJWZ6cGSNWHVf4NDwhxoCmtYQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/a-z?channel=paidsearch&gclid=CjwKCAjw2rmWBhB4EiwAiJ0mtajWgoLE5nTgZ1_fCQjYwb5aceHajOcDuCrIJWZ6cGSNWHVf4NDwhxoCmtYQAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://shorturl.at/Lc9aH
https://www.internetgeography.net/geocaching/
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://weather.metoffice.gov.uk/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/other-content/other-resources/experiments/weather-diary
https://www.internetgeography.net/field-sketches-in-geography/
https://www.internetgeography.net/field-sketches-in-geography/
https://www.internetgeography.net/field-sketches-in-geography/
https://www.internetgeography.net/field-sketches-in-geography/
https://www.internetgeography.net/field-sketches-in-geography/
https://www.internetgeography.net/field-sketches-in-geography/
https://www.internetgeography.net/field-sketches-in-geography/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/14-16-geography/urban/inner-cities/fieldwork/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/14-16-geography/urban/inner-cities/fieldwork/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/14-16-geography/urban/inner-cities/fieldwork/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/14-16-geography/urban/inner-cities/fieldwork/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/14-16-geography/urban/inner-cities/fieldwork/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/14-16-geography/urban/inner-cities/fieldwork/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/14-16-geography/urban/inner-cities/fieldwork/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/14-16-geography/urban/inner-cities/fieldwork/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/14-16-geography/urban/inner-cities/fieldwork/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/14-16-geography/urban/inner-cities/fieldwork/
https://www.field-studies-council.org/resources/14-16-geography/urban/inner-cities/fieldwork/
https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/using-google-my-maps-in-geography-part-1/
https://www.internetgeography.net/os-maps-on-bing/
https://www.internetgeography.net/os-maps-on-bing/
https://www.internetgeography.net/os-maps-on-bing/
https://www.internetgeography.net/os-maps-on-bing/
https://www.internetgeography.net/os-maps-on-bing/
https://www.internetgeography.net/os-maps-on-bing/
https://www.internetgeography.net/os-maps-on-bing/
https://www.internetgeography.net/dual-coding/
https://www.internetgeography.net/dual-coding/
https://www.internetgeography.net/dual-coding/
https://www.internetgeography.net/revision/revise/cornell-notes/
https://www.internetgeography.net/revision/revise/cornell-notes/
https://www.internetgeography.net/revision/revise/cornell-notes/


- :

History

Task 1 – Preparing for your GCSE:

https://shorturl.at/mF4z8 

In GCSE History you will get guidebooks for each topic like the one linked. Read like a historian 
(highlighting your SPEND) to find out why there was so much crime in Whitechapel and have a 
go at some of the independent revision tasks! 

Task 2 – Things to see for free!

Try to visit one of the museums/exhibitions below:

• The People’s History Museum – Manchester – see the Peterloo Exhibitions and how people 
fought for rights! 

• Oldham Stories at Gallery 4 in Oldham (near to the library) - see some of Oldham’s history 
and heritage 

• Imperial War Museum, Salford – See genuine artefacts from World War II, the Holocaust and 
the Cold War 

• Royal Armouries Museum in Leeds- see how warfare and weaponry has changed 
throughout time. 

Task 3 – History in the films!
Grab some popcorn and learn all about GCSE history through some of the films and 
docuseries available online!

Rise of the Nazis - BBC iPlayer (age rating: TV-14) - Explore how Hitler seized, kept and fell from 
power - from the origins of Nazism to the manhunt for the Holocaust's war criminals. Inside the 
minds of monsters - and those who fought them.

Elizabeth: The Golden Age (age rating: 12+) - A mature Queen Elizabeth endures multiple 
crises late in her reign including court intrigues, an assassination plot, and the Spanish Armada 
all while her advisors try to force her to marry. 

Thirteen Days | Prime Video (age rating: 12+) - In the midst of the Cuban Missile Crisis, 

President John F. Kennedy and his chief advisor (Kevin Costner) struggle to prevent nuclear 
disaster.

Grave of the Fireflies | Netflix (age rating: 12+) - Two orphans fight for survival in post-World 

War II Japan, but society is harsh and they struggle with finding food and escaping the 

hardships of war (anime).

https://shorturl.at/mF4z8
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m00084td/rise-of-the-nazis
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m00084td/rise-of-the-nazis
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m00084td/rise-of-the-nazis
https://www.amazon.co.uk/gp/video/detail/amzn1.dv.gti.fe1f2226-6382-44b6-9a98-bae2bd49dd24?ref_=imdbref_tt_ov_wbr_ovf__pvs_piv&tag=imdbtag_tt_ov_wbr_ovf__pvs_piv-21
https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/557010?source=imdb&fromWatch=true


Music

Task 1 – Academic Reading

Read this blog article from James Manwaring. A Director of Music in Windsor. 

https://manwaringmusic.blog/2021/09/06/read-this-when-you-start-gcse-music/ 

Task 2

Research and listen to the two pieces of music of our set works:
 
• Badinerie – Bach 
• Africa – Toto 

In your research notes include the following: 

• Who composed/wrote the piece. 
• When it was composed. 
• What genre/style/period this song belongs to. 
• What instruments are included in its performance. 
• Any other important information you think is necessary. 

Task 3 

Choose your current favourite piece of music or song for each of the areas of study we will 
cover across KS4.  

Write a short sentence as to why you chose it and what meaning it has to you. Some will be 
easier than others! 

Areas of Study: 
• AOS1 – Classical music 
• AOS2 – Music for ensemble (jazz/musicals/folk/chamber music) 
• AOS3 – Film music 
• AOS4 – Pop/Rock music. 
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Photography

Task 1 – Academic Reading
Read this article: https://shorturl.at/6qDgt 

Task 2 – Visit an art gallery near to you, take a picture of your favourite piece and then find an 
artwork that meets the following criteria: 
• An artwork that looks like it could be from another planet 
• A piece that could be part of a dream (or nightmare) 
• An artwork your grandparents would probably hate (and why) 
• An image that could be the cover of a sci-fi or fantasy book 
• A piece that reminds you of a meme or pop culture moment 
• An artwork created in a moment of strong emotion 
• An artwork that looks unfinished — on purpose 
• A piece that might spark a debate 
• A piece that would completely confuse an alien visitor 
• An artwork that looks fun to make — and one that looks frustrating 

If you can visit a photography Gallery/Exhibition over summer, that’s great. If not don’t worry, 
there are plenty of art galleries nearby. Here are some suggestions for galleries nearby: 

Oldham Art Gallery, Manchester Art Gallery, Castlefield Gallery, Whitworth Art Gallery, Open 
Eye Gallery Liverpool, Tate Liverpool, Walker Art Gallery (Liverpool), Leeds Art Gallery, Yorkshire 
Sculpture Park.

Task 3 – Summer Journal
Over the course of the summer, keep a visual journal using photography to document your 
break. Take at least 10 photos each week, focusing on your surroundings, travels, and 
everyday moments. 

Look for interesting light, textures, colours, and compositions. These don’t need to be perfect 
or staged — just real and thoughtful observations of the world around you. 

Here are some photo ideas to inspire your summer journal: 
• Early morning light on your street or garden 
• Patterns or textures you notice (tiles, leaves, fabric, walls) 
• A dramatic sky — storm clouds, sunrise, sunset 
• A reflection in a puddle, mirror, or window 
• Light and shadow falling across a surface 
• A still life of objects you’ve collected (books, souvenirs, shells, etc.) 

• Candid moments with friends, family, or pets (with permission) 
• A place that feels peaceful or chaotic 
• Your view from a train, car, or plane window 
• An empty street or busy crowd 
• An unusual or surprising detail you’ve never noticed before 
• Something that makes you smile or feel nostalgic 
• The contrast between natural and manmade elements 
• A unique perspective — try shooting from very low or high angles 
• A photo that captures movement (a dog running, leaves blowing, water flowing) 
• A scene that tells a story or sparks curiosity 

Let your camera (or phone!) help you see the everyday in a new way. Try editing some of 
your photos to explore contrast, black and white, or colour saturation — but keep the original 
too!



Sociology

Task 1 – Academic Reading

Read the article “Teenage social media use linked to less life-satisfaction for some (BBC, 
2022)”
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-
60875884#:~:text=Young%20adolescents%20showed%20the%20most,used%20up%20to%20thre
e%20hours

Task 2 – Answer the questions below based on the article from task 1:

1) List different social media platforms that young people tend to access.  

2) Which specific age groups seemed to be most affected by social media? 

3) The article suggests young people are ‘less likely to be satisfied with life a year later’. Why 
do you think social media might have a negative impact on young people? 

4) The study looked at data up to 2018. Do you think young people are using social media 
more now, than they did in 2018? Justify your answer. 

5) The article suggests social media can be a force for good. How do you think social media 
might be positive for young people?  

6) The UK government is currently considering measures to limit children's access to social 
media. Should we ban social media for all children under the age of 16? 

Task 3

The government is considering introducing tougher online safety measures to limit the amount 
of time children can spend on social media. Design a poster that argues either for or against 
the banning of social media platforms for people under the age of 16. It can be completed 
either on a computer or by hand. 

Poster Requirements: 

• Clear Stance: Your poster must clearly state whether you are arguing for or against a ban 
on social media. 

• Catchy Title: A catchy and relevant title that grabs attention. 

• Key Arguments: Include at least three strong arguments to support your chosen stance. 
Each argument should be clearly stated. 

• Evidence/Examples: Provide at least one piece of evidence, a statistic, a real-world 
example, or a brief explanation to strengthen your point. (e.g., "Research shows...", "Studies 
indicate...", "For example..."). 

• Visual Appeal: Use appropriate images, illustrations, or graphics that enhance your 
message. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-60875884#:~:text=Young%20adolescents%20showed%20the%20most,used%20up%20to%20three%20hours
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Sports Studies

Task 1 – Academic Reading

Read the article here: Warm up article.docx (located on Share Point in the PE folder and Y9 

Summer Work)

Task 2 – Identifying Hazards in Our Facilities

Instructions:  Pick one of our school’s sports facilities — Astro, MUGA, Sports Hall, or Dance 
Studio — and choose a sport that could be played there (for example, football on the Astro, 
netball on the MUGA, badminton in the Sports Hall, or dance in the studio).

Your task is to list all the potential hazards that could cause injury when using that space for 
your chosen sport.

Include:
• Environmental hazards (e.g., surface, lighting, temperature, weather)
• Equipment hazards (e.g., damaged posts, loose mats, faulty balls)
• Personal hazards (e.g., jewellery, clothing, footwear, hair)
• Organisational hazards (e.g., overcrowding, poor supervision, layout)

Extension work:
• For each hazard, explain:
• What injury or risk it could cause
• What control measures could reduce or prevent it

Example: Facility: MUGA Sport: Netball Hazard: Slippery surface after rain Risk: Slips and falls 
causing sprains or bruises Control measure: Check surface before use, postpone session if 
unsafe, ensure correct footwear

Task 3
Complete a logbook for your activities over the summer holidays.  A couple of examples have 
been done for you. 

https://cranmereducationtrust.sharepoint.com/:w:/s/BCA_Subjects_PE/IQBmaJNUr9AxSoBtexwx_snfAWPakVq0u21MOIxMYAujZ9g?e=rY6SPH


Triple Science

Task 1 – Academic Reading

Read the article from BBC Science Focus:
https://www.sciencefocus.com/apple-news/scientists-discovered-secret-perfect-pasta-sauce

Task 2 

Warch the Royal Institution, explosive chemistry lecture. A brilliant lecture - very engaging, lots 
of experiments! 

Available free on YouTube. 

Explosive chemistry - with Andrew Szydlo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?reload=9&v=uswf_8Ch39s

Task 3
Visit the Museum of Science and Industry (MOSI) in Manchester. 

There are many fascinating exhibitions and displays to explore in the museum. Go and visit the 
temporary exhibition – Stephen Hawking at Work (July-September 2025), which celebrates the 
life and work of Stephen Hawking, a theoretical Physicist. 

Entry to the museum and exhibitions is completely free. The museum is accessible by public 
transport and a short walk from Manchester Piccadilly. 

If you have younger siblings, there is plenty for them to explore and play with too! 
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